
20
15National

Conference
eduarts.ca
March 25, 2015 
The Royal Conservatory 
273 Bloor Street West, Toronto #CNAL2015

Join the conversation on social media



2015CNAL/ RCAA
National Conference

Page
#3

The Canadian Network for Arts & Learning (CNAL) 
was established as a direct response to the first UNESCO 
World Conference on Arts Education in Lisbon, Portugal 
in 2006. Canadian delegates identified the need for a 
broader national voice for arts and learning. In 2009 the 
Canadian Network for Arts and Learning was formally 
established. CNAL is a dynamic non-profit organization 
that strongly believes that the arts are the gateway to 
creativity and are fundamental to the education of the fully 
realized individual. We are dedicated to building a world 
where the arts are integral to the learning process, not 
only in school but throughout life.
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It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the CNAL/RCAA National Conference on 
the critical theme of “Creative Engagement: A Call to Action for Arts and Learning in 
Canada.”  We chose this subject because we see that, today, the arts and learning 
are under increasing pressure both in schools and in a range of community settings 
as a result of budget cuts and the introduction of industrial efficiency models to formal 
education.  Now, more than ever there is an urgent need for arts educators to come 
together in partnerships and collaborative actions to renew the place of arts and learning 
in the educational and cultural life of our nation.

I believe that the program we have organized for today will serve to increase our 
awareness of the challenges and the opportunities that lie before us in this ambitious 
undertaking.  We are grateful to Ben Heppner for guiding us through the day, to Mary 
Walsh C.M. for placing the key issues on the table, and to the distinguished speakers, 
moderators, panelists and poster presenters who will unpack many of the essential ideas 
connected with our mission.

It is always a priority to us that our National Conference includes performances and 
displays that reflect arts and learning in a variety of media.  This event is certainly no exception.  We are proud to be 
able to welcome an exciting artistic program that will culminate in a fascinating blend of art and science when Dr. Sean 
Hutchins and the Afiara Quartet join forces to show us an example of research in action.

I look forward to seeing many of you, this evening, at the Gala Dinner that will feature a tribute to Peter Herrndorf, O.C..

Larry O’Farrell
Chair, Board of Directors
The Canadian Network for Arts & Learning (CNAL)

Welcome to our National Conference!

Prof. Larry O’Farrell, UNESCO Chair in Arts & Learning - Larry O’ Farrell is Professor Emeritus and holder of the 
UNESCO Chair in Arts and Learning, Faculty of Education, Queen’s University, Canada. He is currently Chair, Board of 
Directors, Canadian Network for Arts and Learning, Chair, Steering Committee, International Network for Research in 
Arts Education and Honorary Professor, Hong Kong Institute of Education.  Larry served two terms as President of the 
International Drama/Theatre and Education Association (IDEA). As General Rapporteur for the 2nd UNESCO World 
Conference on Arts Education (Seoul, Korea, 2010) he was instrumental in preparing The Seoul Agenda: Goals for the 
Development of Arts Education. Larry is a recipient of the Campton Bell Lifetime Achievement Award presented by the 
American Alliance for Theatre and Education.

Premier of Ontario - Première ministre de l’Ontario 

March 25, 2015 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to everyone attending the national conference of the 
Canadian Network for Arts & Learning (CNAL). This year’s conference, 
whose theme is “Creative Engagement: A Call to Action for Arts and 
Learning in Canada,” is sure to appeal to all those who seek to deepen 
their knowledge of the many ways in which the arts contribute to 
society.

Our government continues to support culture in a manner maximizing 
its economic and social contributions to the province. With this in 
mind, I have asked the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport to 
continue working with stakeholders to build on our Entertainment and 
Creative Cluster Strategy and develop an arts policy framework. In 
addition, I have asked the minister to work with Ontario artists, 
educators and communities to formulate an Ontario Culture Strategy 
— one which will enable us to better tell our stories and help the new 
generation tap into its artistic potential. 

This conference is a wonderful amalgam of performance, learning, 
networking and celebration. Among other things, attendees will have 
the opportunity to savour the delights of a cappella singing, explore 
the impacts of arts-based learning and mark the 20th anniversary of 
the Learning Through the Arts program. I commend CNAL and the 
conference host, the UNESCO Chair for Arts and Learning, for making 
this event possible. 

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable and inspiring 
conference.

Kathleen Wynne 
Premier

Premier of Ontario - Première ministre de l’Ontario 

Le 25 mars 2015 

MESSAGE DE LA PREMIÈRE MINISTRE DE L’ONTARIO

Au nom du gouvernement de l’Ontario, je suis heureuse d’offrir mes 
plus chaleureuses salutations aux participants et aux participantes de 
la Conférence nationale du Réseau canadien pour les arts et 
l’apprentissage (RCAA). Sous le thème : « Engagement créatif : un 
appel à l’action pour les arts et l’apprentissage au Canada », la 
conférence de cette année promet de plaire à tous ceux et à toutes 
celles qui veulent approfondir leurs connaissances sur les nombreuses 
façons dont les arts contribuent à la société. 

Notre gouvernement continue de soutenir la culture de manière à 
maximiser l’apport économique et social de celle-ci à la province. Dans 
cette perspective, j’ai demandé au ministre du Tourisme, de la Culture 
et du Sport de continuer de travailler avec les parties intéressées pour 
tirer parti de la Stratégie pour le secteur du divertissement et de la 
création et élaborer un énoncé de politique sur les arts. De plus, je lui 
ai demandé de travailler avec les artistes, les éducateurs et les 
collectivités pour élaborer une stratégie ontarienne de la culture, afin 
que nous puissions mieux nous faire connaître et aider une nouvelle 
génération à exprimer ses talents artistiques. 

Le programme de la Conférence prévoit un merveilleux amalgame de 
spectacles, de célébrations de même que de possibilités 
d’apprentissage et de réseautage. Les participants et participantes 
auront, entre autres, l’occasion de se laisser séduire par des chants a 
cappella, d’étudier les effets d’un apprentissage basé sur les arts et de 
souligner le 20e anniversaire du programme Apprendre avec les arts. 
Je félicite le RCAA et l’organisateur de cette conférence, la Chaire 
UNESCO des Arts et de l’apprentissage, d’avoir rendu cet événement 
possible. 

Je vous souhaite une conférence nationale mémorable et stimulante. 

La première ministre de l’Ontario, 

Kathleen Wynne 
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Schedule of Events
Wednesday, March 25

8:00 a.m. Registration with light refreshments
   Conservatory Theatre Lobby Area

9:00 a.m. Opening Ceremony and Performance 
  M.C. -  Ben Heppner, C.C.
   Conservatory Theatre

9:45 a.m. Keynote Presentation - Mary Walsh, C.M.
  Followed by Q&A hosted by Larry O’Farrell
   Conservatory Theatre

10:30 a.m. Face-to-Face networking break with leaders  
  from the arts and learning community
   Dan Galleria - Main Level

11:15 a.m.  Guest Panel - The Urgent Need for 
  Creativity
   Conservatory Theatre

12:00 a.m. CNAL/RCAA Research Presentation -
  Determining the impact of arts-based/  
  arts-infused learning
   Conservatory Theatre

12:30 p.m. Lunch and poster presentations
   Dan Galleria

1:30 p.m. LTTA Music Champion Singers
   Conservatory Theatre

1:45 p.m. Celebrating 20 years of Learning Through  
  the Arts
   Conservatory Theatre

2:00 p.m. JAMME a capella youth ensemble from   
  the Etobicoke School of the Arts
   Conservatory Theatre

2:15 p.m. Feature Panel - How are you addressing  
  the urgent need for engagement? How   
  can we all work together?
   Conservatory Theatre

3:15 p.m. Networking Break
   Conservatory Theatre Lobby

3:30 p.m. Closing Presentation - Dr. Sean Hutchins  
  with the Afiara Quartet
   Conservatory Theatre

4:30 p.m. Closing Ceremony    
   Conservatory Theatre

5:00 p.m. Annual General Meeting
   Conservatory Theatre

6:30 p.m. National Conference Gala Dinner*
  Including a tribute to Peter Herndorf, O.C.
  President & CEO of the National Arts Centre
   Barclay Room, Hotel Interconti-  
   nental, 220 Bloor Street W.

  *Tickets to this event must be purchased  
  in addition to conference registration

Ben Heppner is one of the world’s premier dramatic tenors. Born and raised in Dawson Creek, 
BC, Heppner studied music at UBC, winning the CBC Talent Competition in 1979. In 1988 he 
gained international recognition as a winner of the Metropolitan Opera Competition. 
     Since that time, Heppner has made opera’s most challenging tenor repertoire his bread and 
butter, singing in the most prestigious international houses.  He maintains affection for his native 
land, most recently taking recital programs into smaller cities across Canada. He has received 
multiple JUNO and Grammy Awards. Mr. Heppner is a Companion of the Order of Canada. 
     What is lesser known about Ben is that he loves riding his Honda Goldwing motorcycle as 
often as he gets a chance and he loves jazz. 

No stranger to television audiences, Mary Walsh may be best known for her work on This 
Hour Has 22 Minutes, CBC’s wildly popular take on current affairs. The series, which she also 
created, earned her many of her numerous Gemini awards and showcased her dynamic range 
of characters, including the flagrantly outspoken ‘Marg Delahunty’. 
     Walsh also won two Gemini awards (one for writing, one for performance) for her comedy 
series Hatching, Matching and Dispatching, and was nominated for two other Genies for her 
performances in feature films Crackie (Official selection at TIFF) and New Waterford Girl. 
     Walsh’s recent credits include CBC’s Republic of Doyle, TMN’s Sensitive Skin; and Global’s 
Rookie Blue. 
      Select feature film credits include Mambo Italiano; The Divine Ryans with Pete 
Postlethwaite;  Violet, in which she played the title role; and most recently the The Grand 
Seduction (Official selection at TIFF).
     Among her many awards and doctorates, Mary is also the recipient of the Order of Canada.

Keynote Presentation by Mary Walsh, C.M.
9:45 - 10:30 a.m., Conservatory Theatre
Followed by Q&A session hosted by Larry O’Farrell

Opening Ceremonies and Media Event
9:00 - 9:45 a.m., Conservatory Theatre

From the Ojibway Nation, Deanne Hupfield is a fancy shawl dancer who spent most of her life 
in Thunder Bay Ontario. In 2003 Deanne began teaching powwow dance classes at different 
organizations in Thunder Bay including Creighton Youth Services, a youth corrections centre.  
     After moving to Toronto Ontario for Fashion School Deanne began teaching Powwow Dance 
Classes and Regalia Making Classes at The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto (NCCT).
     At that time at the NCCT Deanne attended The Royal Conservatory for the Learning Through 
the Arts (LTTA) Program to strengthen her teaching abilities.  She has successfully completed 
Level 1 and 2 of the program and is a Facilitator in Training.  
     Deanne specializes in teaching Social Studies curriculum regarding First Nations through 
powwow dancing.  She uses storytelling, movement and dance.  
     In 2013 Deanne was successful in receiving an Ontario Arts Council Grant to work with a 
mentor.  She worked for months with her mentor to create a series of lesson plans available 
through her site www.deannehupfield.com.   

• Welcome from Ben Heppner, MC
• Sacred Dance, Deanne Hupfield, Ojibway Nation
• Welcome by Larry O’Farrell, CNAL/RCAA Board Chair
• Announcement of Ontario Trillium Foundation Funding

• Remarks by Sanjay Shahani, Strategy Lead, Arts & 
Culture, the Ontario Trillium Foundation

• Remarks by Louise Filiatrault, Secretary-General, the 
Canadian Commission for UNESCO

• Media Opportunity

Connect To The Network
On social media? 

Use #CNAL2015 to comment on your 
sessions throughout the conference. 

Like us on facebook: 
 facebook.com/cnal_rcaa

Follow us on Twitter @cnal_rcaa 

Let us know the great things you’re 
working on throughout the year and we’ll 
help spread the word.
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Table Hosts
Gail Dexter Lord, Co-President, Lord 
Cultural Resources Planning and 
Management - Gail Dexter Lord is Co-
President of Lord Cultural Resources 
Planning and Management, which she 
co-founded in 1981 with her husband Barry 
Lord. Based in Toronto with a network of 
offices in New York, Paris, Beijing, and 
Mumbai, Lord Cultural Resources is the 

world’s largest cultural planning firm having completed more 
than 2,000 assignments in 55 countries on 6 continents.  
     With more than 30 years of experience in the arts and 
cultural sector, Gail is committed to assisting institutions, 
communities, and their leaders worldwide in developing 
their cultural resources to maximize the public benefit. 
Her clients include: The City of Toronto, The Toronto 
International Film Festival (TIFF), Toronto’s Luminato 
Festival, Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg, 
Museo Guggenheim Bilbao, Tate Britain and Tate Modern, 
Louvre Lens, The Smithsonian Institution, Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, The Lowry in Salford, Cleveland 
Museum of Art, The Museum of the African Diaspora in San 
Francisco, and the Chicago Cultural Plan.  
     Gail has been instrumental in developing museum 
planning having co-authored with Barry Lord five museum 
planning manuals that have been published in English, 
Spanish, Russian, Chinese and Georgian. In 2010 she co-
authored with Barry Lord, “Artists, Patrons, and the Public: 
Why Culture Changes” which focuses on the dynamism 
of culture in the world today. Her latest book, co-authored 
with Ngaire Blankenberg, “Cities, Museums and Soft 
Power” will be published in April 2015 by the American 
Alliance of Museums Press and distributed internationally 
by the University of Chicago Press.  
     In 2014, Gail was appointed Officer of the Order of Arts 
and Letters by the Minister of Culture of France. Gail is 
CNAL/RCAA National Champion.

Angela Elster, Senior Vice-President, 
Research & Education at The Royal 
Conservatory - Angela is an educator 
and senior executive who brings more 
than 30 years of teaching and arts 
education leadership. Since joining The 
Royal Conservatory of Music as a faculty 
member she has excelled as a teacher, 
Course Director, Executive Director and 

Vice President. She has been involved in virtually every 
aspect of the Conservatory, including the Children’s 
Department, teacher education programs, as well as 
The Glenn Gould School. For 15 years Angela held the 
position of Executive Director of the Conservatory’s 
Learning Through the Arts program, designing and 

implementing the model for this transformational 
education program that uses arts-based strategies to 
teach elements of the core school curriculum to positively 
affect teacher professional development.      
     Angela began her career in music studying voice at the 
University of Toronto and graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Music Education before undertaking graduate work 
at The Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) at 
the University of Toronto, receiving her Master’s Degree 
in Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning. At the European 
Graduate School Angela graduated with a Certificate 
of Advanced Graduate Studies, Research, Leadership 
and Training in Expressive Arts: Therapy, Education 
and Consulting. Angela is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors for CNAL/RCAA.

Marnie Gladwell, Executive Director, 
The Saskatchewan Arts Alliance 
Marnie Gladwell is Executive Director 
of the Saskatchewan Arts Alliance, an 
organization that acts to ensure the 
lively existence and continued growth 
of the arts and cultural industries in 
Saskatchewan. A dancer by training, 
Marnie has worked professionally as a 

choreographer, performer and educator. She wrote the 
dance strand of Saskatchewan’s K to 12 Arts Education 
curricula, was a Sessional Lecturer at the University 
of Regina in the Theatre and Physical Activity Studies 
departments, worked as an independent dance artist 
and freelance teacher, and was a company member 
with Regina Modern Dance Works. In 2002, Marnie was 
awarded an artist in residency at New Dance Horizons. 
Marnie is a member of the CNAL/RCAA Board of Directors.

John Hobday, Arts Consultant  
John Hobday served as the Director, 
Canada Council for the Arts. (2003-
2006). From 1982 to 2002 he served 
as Executive Director of The Samuel 
& Saidye Bronfman Family Foundation 
and played a key role in advancing 
the importance of arts management. 
He was also responsible for Corporate 

Donations for Seagram Canada, including the award 
winning “Seagram Symphonia” program. John was the 
National Director of the Canadian Conference of the Arts 
from 1971 to 1982. Prior to that he was the Administrative 
Director of the Neptune Theatre; Theatre Administrator at 
Confederation Centre; and a CBC Radio Drama Producer. 
In 2001 he was appointed a Member of the Order of 
Canada and holds Honorary Doctorates from the University 
of Waterloo and King’s College. John is also the Vice-Chair 
of the Board of Directors for CNAL/RCAA.

Face-to-Face Networking Break
10:30 - 11:15 a.m., Dan Galleria, Main Level

Alison Kenny-Gardhouse, Director 
of Educational Outreach at the 
Winspear Centre for Music, Arts 
Education Consultant - As president of 
Connexionarts, Alison Kenny-Gardhouse 
consults and teaches for arts providers, 
educational institutions, and teacher 
groups. She has collaborated extensively 
with arts organizations across North 

America, including Tafelmusik, The National Arts Centre, 
The Grammy Foundation, and The Leonard Bernstein 
Center for Learning. She sits on the Advisory Board for 
Carl Orff Canada, on the national board of the Coalition for 
Music Education, and teaches and advises at University 
of Toronto in the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
Initial Teacher Education program. In August 2013, Kenny-
Gardhouse joined the Francis Winspear Centre for Music 
as Director of Educational Outreach where she oversees 
the many education programs and community engagement 
initiatives of the Winspear Centre and Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, including YONA-Sistema, a free 
daily after-school orchestra program for underserved youth.

Michael M. Koerner, C.M., President of 
Canada Overseas Investments Limited
Michael M. Koerner is President of 
Canada Overseas Investments Limited 
which he founded in 1958 and which 
was an early Canadian venture capital 
participant focussing on low technology 
opportunities which included developing 
cable TV franchises, integrated mini steel 

mills, monopolar electric cells to convert chemicals and 
even cheque printing.  He was also an early participant 
in the oil sands industry starting with Great Canadian Oil 

Sands, Sun Oil Co. of Canada, Suncor Energy, where 
he was active as a director and two terms as Chairman.  
He also served as a director of several companies 
including CAE Industries, Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, Finning 
International and JP Morgan Canada.  He is currently 
serving on the boards of funds in the Strathbridge 
organization. He is a CNAL/RCAA National Champion. 
     Mr. Koerner was educated in England and Canada and 
did his higher education at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology where he majored in chemical engineering, 
after which he received an MBA from the Harvard Business 
School.  Mr. Koerner is a life trustee of his alma mater, MIT, 
and has at various times been on the Executive Committee 
and Chairman of its Investment Committee.
     Mr. Koerner has been active in Toronto cultural 
organizations.  He is currently Chancellor of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music and a Trustee of the Art Gallery of 
Ontario, of which he is a past president.  He serves as a 
director and treasurer of the Ontario Arts Foundation and 
as director and secretary-treasurer of the Ontario Cultural 
Attractions Fund.  In  prior years he served on the boards of 
the Toronto Symphony, the National Ballet of Canada and 
the National Ballet School, and the Bata Shoe Museum.

Prof. Larry O’Farrell, UNESCO Chair in Arts & Learning 
See bio on page 5.

Douglas Riske, Executive Director, 
Manitoba Arts Council - Douglas 
Riske has been Executive Director of 
the Manitoba Arts Council for the past 17 
years. Riske has 40 years of experience 
in the Canadian professional arts and 
cultural sector, including work as an actor, 
stage manager, director, artistic director, 
producer, consultant, teacher and cultural 

manager. Trained at the Banff Centre of Fine Arts and the 
University of Alberta, Douglas has also studied in England 
and Europe courtesy Canada Council awards. His work 
as an artistic director and director has taken him across 
Canada to theatres in Calgary, Edmonton, Kelowna, 
Richmond, Victoria, Vancouver, plus the Stratford Festival 
and Winnipeg’s Manitoba Theatre Centre. As an actor he 
has performed on stage as well as in film, television and 
radio. In 1996 he was appointed Executive Director of the 
Yukon Arts Centre Corporation in Whitehorse.Riske is also 
active in various industry associations including Canadian 
Actors Equity Association and ACTRA, the Professional 
Association of Canadian Theatres and the Canadian Public 
Arts Funders. He has received both the Queen’s Silver and 
Golden Jubilee Medals, recognizing his work in the sector. 
Douglas is a member of the CNAL/RCAA Board of Directors.

Patty Jarvis, Executive Director, Prologue 
to the Performing Arts - Patty has been 
an arts administrator for more than 25 years 
with a focused commitment to audience 
development, community building and, most 
specifically arts education. Patty worked with 
The Canadian Stage Company from 1992 
to 2008 as assistant publicist, education 
manager and for the last 7 years as the 

Director of Audience Development and Education. She has 
consulted independently with such companies as Studio 
180 Theatre, b current Performance and the Toronto District 
School Board and worked in partnership with The Creative 
Trust to develop the Performing Arts Education Overview 
which provided research into the work of arts organizations 
with schools and communities in the GTA. Patty is currently 
the President of PAONE (Professional Arts Organizations 
Network for Education), and a Board member for both 
CNAL (Canadian Network for Arts and Learning) and 
Ontario Presents (the provincial presenting network). As 
Executive Director for Prologue to the Performing Arts since 
2010, Patty continues to advocate for the value of arts in 
the lives of children and their families. Patty is a member 
of the CNAL/RCAA Board of Directors.

Dr. Lee Willingham, Associate Professor, Faculty 
of Music; Director, Laurier Centre for Music in the 
Community, Wilfrid Laurier University. See bio on page 13.
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Chair 
Cheryl Hudson, Managing Partner, 
Strategic Philanthropy with Michael 
Vukets & Associates, is an acknowledged 
expert in strategic philanthropy. Cheryl 
collaborates with the firm’s clients in 
designing effective philanthropic strategies 
that shift from short-term, less meaningful 
charitable giving to sustained, focused and 
high impact philanthropy. 

     In addition to her role with the firm, Cheryl currently 
serves as the Executive Director of the Michael and Karen 
Vukets Family Foundation.
     Formerly, the Director, Corporate Engagement for World 
Vision Canada. Cheryl also enjoyed a 10-year career in 
senior management at TD Bank Financial Group. 
     Cheryl is on the Board of Directors of Goodwill, The 
Amity Group in Halton Region, Health Arts Society 
Ontario, and of Context with Lorna Dueck. 

Panel
Nichole Anderson, President and 
CEO of Business for the Arts (BftA), 
Canada’s only national association of 
business leaders who support the arts. The 
organization’s vision is to inspire Canada’s 
business community to partner with the arts 
to ensure a thriving cultural sector. 
      Since joining BftA in 2006, Nichole has led 
an extensive expansion of the organization’s 

programming to reach communities large and small across 
Canada with training and investment designed to stimulate new 
partnerships between business and the arts. Prior to her role at 
Business for the Arts, she managed the corporate art collection 
at HBC and worked with the Heritage team to build museum 
programming, exhibits and products for the company’s new 
museum sites and community events across Canada. 
     Nichole holds a number of volunteer positions, 
including Member of the Toronto TELUS Community 
Board; Board Member of the Arts of Time Ensemble; 

Board Member of Crow’s Theatre; Member of the Steering 
Committee for the City of Toronto’s Creative Capital 
initiative; and Vice President of the Health Arts Society 
Ontario. She is also a trained violinist and plays informally 
with a quartet from time to time.

Mervon Mehta, Executive Director, 
Performing Arts, The Royal Conservatory 
Mervon Mehta’s career in the arts has seen 
him on both sides of the curtain. Mehta has 
performed as an actor in over 100 theatrical 
productions, including residencies at the 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, The Citadel 
Theatre in Edmonton, and two seasons 

at the Stratford Shakespeare Festival. He has also made 
several appearances on television and in films.
     In 1994, Mehta put his theatrical career on ‘temporary’ 
hold and joined the Ravinia Festival in Chicago as 
programmer for their pop concert series. In 1998, he 
became Director of Programming and added the title of 
Director of Production in 2001. In February of 2002, Mehta 
was named the first Vice President of Programming and 
Education at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts. 
     Mehta still appears on stage frequently as a narrator 
of orchestral works. He has performed with the Munich 
and LA Philharmonics, the National Arts Centre Orchestra, 
the Chicago and Houston Symphonies, the Hungarian 
National Orchestra, the Gulbenkian Orchestra (Lisbon, 
Portugal), at the Festival de Radio France, and the Maggio 
Fiorentino (Florence, Italy), under the batons of Christoph 
Eschenbach, Lawrence Foster, and Zubin Mehta.
     Since April of 2009, Mehta has been the Executive 
Director of Performing Arts for The Royal Conservatory. 
He oversaw the successful launch of Koerner Hall, The 
Conservatory’s stunning 1,135-seat concert venue. He is 
responsible for programming Koerner Hall’s successful 
series of classical, jazz, world music, and pop concerts, 
as well as overseeing all of the other performances 
and events throughout The Conservatory’s home at the 
TELUS Centre for Performance and Learning.

Dr. Ann Patteson has been an arts 
educator at the college and university 
levels, most recently at the faculty of 
education, Queen’s University, where she 
taught music to elementary school teacher 
candidates. She recently co-chaired The 
Arts for Social and Environmental Justice 

conference, bringingtogether diverse stakeholders to explore 
the role for the arts in creating compassion, understanding, 
capacity and action to reform educational, social and ecological 
landscapes. As the former director of research at The Royal 
Conservatory, Dr. Patteson led over 45 research studies on 
the effects of arts-integrated teaching and learning.

CNAL/RCAA Research Presentation - Evaluating Arts-in-Learning in Multiple Settings
12:00 - 12:30 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Guest Panel - The Urgent Need for Creativity
11:15 - 12:00 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Steven Campbell is a consultant 
with extensive experience in the arts, 
education and culture sectors. His 
consulting work includes research, 
strategic planning, and organizational 
development. He was an invited keynote 
speaker at UNESCO’s first world 

conference on arts education, and is the recipient of the 
Gaitskill Award from the Canadian Society for Education 
Through Art for his contribution to arts education. He was 
Director of Community Partnerships, and previously the Arts 
Education Officer, at the Ontario Arts Council. He has served 
on numerous boards of directors in the arts sector.  

Lunch and Poster Presentations
12:30 - 1:30 p.m., Dan Gallerias

Poster 
Presentation

Presenter(s) Description

Professional Arts 
Partnerships

Patty Jarvis, (Prologue 
to the Performing Arts) 
Amber Ebert, (Young 
People’s Theatre) and 
Katherine Semcesen 
(Canadian Opera 
Company)

The network of arts organizations offering arts education programming 
is ever growing. Who are they? What can a partnership look like?

Drama with adolescents 
who create, perform, and 
appreciate works of art

Francine Chainé 
(Université Laval), 
Mariette Théberge 
(Université d’Ottawa)

This presentation explores the unique contexts of two specialized 
drama education programs that offer adolescents the chance 
to create, perform, and appreciate works of art in Ottawa and in 
Quebec.

Canadian Society for 
Education through Art: Past 
Present and Futures

Mary Blatherwick 
and Peter Vietgen 
(Canadian Society 
for Education through 
Art)

This presentation will include information about the past, present 
and future initiatives of the Canadian Society for Education 
through Art. Viewers will gain an insight into the various activities 
and projects undertaken by CSEA including: text and journal 
publications, yearly conferences and international student 
exhibitions.

Engaging Student Singers:  
Developing Self-Regulated 
Learning through 
Technology-Enhanced 
Environments in Arts 
Education

Dr. Sarah Morrison 
(Appleby College)

This study explores the integration of a wiki technology tool in 
support of an inquiry-oriented pedagogical approach in arts 
education.  The development of self-regulated learning was 
examined through reflection and collaboration in an arts-based 
context.

Challenging the Children’s 
Choir Movement to 
Inclusionary Excellence: 
Exploring models for 
inclusion

Dr. Sarah Morrison & 
Dr. Charlene Pauls
(The Oakville 
Children’s Choir)

Among the special needs community are many complex and musically 
gifted young people who wish to sing, and are willing to rehearse and 
persevere in a structured ensemble. This work presents emerging 
models for inclusion in the Children’s Choir movement in Canada.

Mapping Partnerships and 
Processes for The Royal 
Conservatory’s ARTS-
REHAB Project

Nicole Arends; Lisa 
Meschino (The Royal 
Conservatory of 
Music)

This presentation evaluates key aspects in the development of 
The Royal Conservatory’s ARTS-REHAB Project, a creative arts 
initiative that aims to improve rehabilitation patients’ engagement 
in their recovery.

Slamming for Social 
Change

Dwayne Morgan (Up 
From The Roots)

Slamming For Social Change: The Power of Student Voice and 
The Opportunity for Engagement and Transformation

The Sharing Dance 
Program

John Dalrymple 
(Canada’s National 
Ballet School)

The Sharing Dance Program aims to motivate all Canadians to 
participate in healthy, fun and creative dance activities with a goal 
to get 1-million people engaged by 2017 and beyond.

Participate in Culture Days: 
Canada’s largest public 
participation movement in 
the arts and culture!

Catherine McLeod 
(Ontario Culture 
Days)

Participate in Culture Days! This presentation includes highlights 
from our national research project as well as tips and tools to help 
arts educators make the most of their Culture Days experience.
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Chair 
Michael Foulkes, Board Chair, The 
Royal Conservatory - Michael Foulkes is 
a former executive of the TD Bank Group.  
During 30 years with TD, he held various 
executive positions including Executive 
Vice President, Group Operations and 
Chief Information Officer, Executive Vice 
President, Commercial Banking and 
most prior to his retirement, President & 

Chief Executive Officer, TD Waterhouse UK.  During his 
career with TD he was involved in some of the Bank’s 

Feature Panel - How are you addressing the urgent need for engagement? 
How can we all work together?
2:15 - 3:15 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

largest transactions and technology initiatives, including 
the acquisition of Central Guaranty Trust, Canada Trust, 
the Bank’s Y2K project and the Bank’s entry into online 
financial services, where it remains a global leader today.  
He retired from TD in late 2006.
     Michael is a director of DH Corporation (Davis + 
Henderson), The Canadian Depository for Securities 
(part of TMX Group), First Nations Bank of Canada, a 
unique, aboriginal-owned Schedule A Bank and eHealth 
Ontario, the provincial electronic health records agency.  
He is also Chair of the Board and a director of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music.  He is past Chair of Symcor 

Celebrating 20 Years of 
Learning Through the Arts (LTTA)
1:30 - 2:00 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Join us as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Learning 
Through the Arts, the innovative program from The Royal 
Conservatory of Music! This multimedia presentation, 
featuring a performance by the Music Champion Singers, 
will highlight 20 years of extraordinary contributions made 
by LTTA in the field of arts education, as well as its future 
directions into arts-infused teaching and learning.
     Formed in 2013, The Music Champion Singers is a 
chamber vocal ensemble that features some of Toronto’s 
most talented young choral signers aged 12 to 17. The 
Singers perform several important roles within the Music 
Champion program of the Conservatory’s Learning 
Though the Arts division, including the mentorship of 
Toronto public school students active in Music Champion 
programming, and performing at a series of annual, high 
profile events for the Royal Conservatory. 
     The Music Champion Singers is directed by Joy Reeve 
– a Music Specialist teacher with the Toronto District 
School Board. Joy is also a Faculty member of the Royal 
Conservatory School and has authored two books on 
music education and is an in-demand course instructor 
and workshop clinician across Canada.”

Performance by JAMME
2:00 - 2:15 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Connect To The Network
On social media? 

Use #CNAL2015 to comment on your 
sessions throughout the conference. 

Like us on facebook: 
 facebook.com/cnal_rcaa

Follow us on Twitter @cnal_rcaa 

Let us know the great things you’re 
working on throughout the year and we’ll 
help spread the word.

Services Inc and Junior Achievement of Canada.  He was 
awarded the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012 for 
volunteer services.
     Michael is a graduate of Victoria College in The 
University of Toronto, the Canadian Securities Institute 
and the Rotman/ICD Director Education Program.  He 
resides in Toronto with his wife and has two grown 
children.

Panel
Angela Elster, Vice President, Academic, The Royal 
Conservatory - See bio on page 8.

Bakari I. Lindsay, Co-Founder of COBA 
(Collective of Black Artists), dancer, 
choreographer, arts educator - Born, 
Eddison B. Lindsay on the sunny isle of 
Trinidad, West Indies, BaKari Ifasegun 
Lindsay has been perfecting his crafts 
for the past 27 years. He is a dancer, 
choreographer, singer, musician, costume 
designer/ maker and researcher. Trained 

at the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, The School of 
Toronto Dance Theatre on scholarship and with various 
teachers from the Caribbean and the African Continent. 
Bakari holds a craftsman diploma in Style and Design 
and Masters Degree in Dance Ethnology and Bachelors 
in Education, from York University, Canada. BaKari 
researched and developed  “A-Feeree - The Physical 
Language,” an innovative training method for dance 
practitioners working in an Africanist movement aesthetic.   
     He co-founded COBA Collective Of Black Artists, 
and danced for the Danny Grossman Dance Company 
(Canada), Jubilation Dance Co (USA), Toronto Dance 
Theatre (Canada), Artcho Danse Repertoire (Haiti) and 
several independent choreographers in Canada, the 
United States and the Caribbean. BaKari also appeared 
as an original cast member of Disney’s The Lion King. 
     As choreographer, BaKari as created works for Les 
Enfants Dance Company, Entre Duex, The National 
Dance Company of Trinidad and Tobago, while also 
creating a body of work on COBA  Collective Of Black 
Artists.  He has choreographed three dance films 
including the BravoFacts “Rites and “Ashe” and “Orisha 
Suite” directed by Nicole Brooks BaKari served on the 
faculty of Ryerson University, York University, Humber 
College, Lester B. Pearson School for the Performing 
Arts, and several dance schools, and institutions and 
community groups.  BaKari is a teacher with the Toronto 
District School Board at the Africentric Alternative School. 
Bakari’s artistic vision is to create a harmonious balance 
between artistic practice and traditional cultural values.

Rob MacKinnon, Principal, Etobicoke 
School of the Arts - Rob MacKinnon has 
been the Principal of Etobicoke School of 
the Arts (ESA) for the past five years. ESA 
is Canada’s first public, arts-focussed 
high school with Majors in Dance, Drama, 
Film, Music, Music Theatre and Visual 

Arts. Rob believes deeply in the transformative power of 
the arts and has committed himself to supporting the arts 
in education wherever possible.  
     Prior to ESA, Rob was the Principal at Monarch 
Park Collegiate, where he introduced the International 
Baccalaureate program and initiated a large scale re-
focusing of the school.  In 2013, Rob was named one 
of Canada’s Outstanding Principals by the Learning 
Partnership.     

Dr. Lee Willingham, Associate 
Professor, Faculty of Music; Director, 
Laurier Centre for Music in the 
Community, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Dr. Lee Willingham accepted an 
appointment as Associate Professor at 
Laurier in September, 2004, to coordinate 
the music education and choral programs. 
From 1998 to 2004, he was on the 

faculty of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
of the University of Toronto, teaching in the pre-service 
program in music education. Prior to that, he taught in 
the public high school system, and was coordinator of 
music for the Scarborough Board of Education. He is the 
founding director of the Bell’Arte Singers of Toronto, and 
conducted the choir for twenty years. Willingham served 
as the principal of the OISE/UT Summer Music program 
for a number of years, providing certification programs for 
teachers in music. 
     A contributor of chapters, papers, and articles to a 
number of publications, Willingham was for ten years the 
editor of the Canadian Music Education/Musicien éducator 
au Canada au Canada he co-edited the book, Creativity 
and Music Education. He is a past president and 
Honorary Life Member of the Ontario Music Educators’ 
Association. Willingham completed Bachelor and Masters 
degrees in music education at the University of Toronto, 
and defended his doctoral thesis at the Ontario Institute 
for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto. He 
also holds an Associateship in piano performance from 
the Royal Conservatory of Music. Dr. Willingham balances 
research and writing with performance as a choral 
conductor. His research and scholarly work focuses on 
the impact of music and the individual, and the benefis of 
developing lifelong learning skills in the arts, especially 
music.
     In 2013 Laurier launched a Masters program in 
Community Music, the first in North America. This degree 
program is attracting worldwide attention. Students in the 
program represent a diverse range of music backgrounds 
and practices, as well as being an intergenerational class. 
One feature of Community Music study is the impact 
music has on changing perspectives and building cultural 
capital. The concept that the act of making music together 
is an act of hospitality provides a pillar of practice for 
Laurier’s CM program.

JAMME, the Jazz and Modern Music Ensemble  is an 
award winning 12 voice choral ensemble from Etobicoke 
School of the Arts. This year, the choir functions as a 
purely a cappella ensemble. Today the choir will be 
performing two selections for you. “If You Visit Me” by 
Kevin Memely, which was written to commemorate the 
Armenian Genocide.  That will be followed by “Butterfly” 
which is written and performed by the Finnish a cappella 
ensemble Rajaton.
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Closing Ceremony 
4:30 - 5:00 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Annual General Meeting
5:00 - 5:30 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Closing Presentation - Research in Action
3:30 - 4:30 p.m., Conservatory Theatre

Dr. Sean Hutchins, Director of 
Research, The Royal Conservatory 
- Dr. Sean Hutchins is the Director of 
Research for The Royal Conservatory 
of Music. He serves as the head of The 
Royal Conservatory’s new research 
centre, which focuses on experimental 
studies of music education, development, 
performance, and cognition. He received 

his Ph.D. from McGill University in 2008, and is trained 
in experimental psychology and neuroscience, with a 
specialization in the field of music cognition. Dr. Hutchins 
has held positions at l’Université de Montréal, working in 
the International Laboratory for Brain, Music and Sound 
Research (BRAMS) and the Center for Research on 
Brain, Language and Music (CRBLM), as well as at the 
world-renowned Rotman Research Institute at Baycrest 
Hospital in Toronto. 
     Dr. Hutchins is considered to be a world expert in the 
science of vocal perception and production; his work has 
studied the factors that affect basic singing ability and the 
relationship between speech and singing. He has been 
published in several prestigious journals, including the 
Journal of Experimental Psychology, Brain & Language, 
and Music Perception. In the popular media, his scientific 
work has been profiled in the Wall Street Journal, NBC, 
Scientific American Mind, and CBC Radio, among others. 
He is also on the faculty of the Department of Psychology, 
Neuroscience, and Behaviour at McMaster University. 

The Afiara Quartet, an ensemble for the 21st century, is 
a string quartet defined by its pursuit of beauty, meaning, 
and growth as musicians and ambassadors for its genre.
     The Afiara Quartet is a dynamic and award-winning 
ensemble, described as “a revelation” (La Presse) with 
performances balancing “intensity and commitment” 
and “frequent moments of tenderness” (Montreal 
Gazette). After residencies at The Juilliard School and 

• Closing remarks by Ben Heppner.
• Thank you from CNAL/RCAA Executive Director Katie 

Bergin
• Closing remarks by CNAL/RCAA Board Chair Larry 

O’Farrell
• Performance by COBA (Collective of Black Artists) 

Youth Ensemble: SPONTANEOUS INVENTIONS (2014) 
 Music: Pat Metheny 
 Choreography: BaKari I. Lindsay 
 Performers: Nyssa Duncan, Mandisa  Jacques-  
 Saburi, Jenna Harris, Smia Batson 
 An investigation in movement through    
 improvisations’ and later formulated into the work.

Please see agenda and minutes from 2013 in your 
delegate bag.

San Francisco State University, the Afiara are currently 
Fellowship Quartet at the Royal Conservatory of Music. 
The ensemble is winner of the Young Canadian Musicians 
Award, Concert Artist Guild, Munich ARD, and Banff 
International String Quartet Competitions, including 
the latter’s Szekely Prize for the best interpretation of 
Beethoven. The Afiara has performed throughout the 
Americas, Europe, and Asia, at such venues as Carnegie 
Hall’s Zankel and Weill Halls, the Kennedy Center, Alice 
Tully Hall at Lincoln Center, Library of Congress in DC, 
Sao Paulo’s Museum of Modern Art, Pro Musica of San 
Miguel de Allende, London’s Wigmore Hall, Austria’s 
Esterhazy Palace, Munich’s Prinz Regenten Theatre, 
Amsterdam’s Muziekgebouw, and the Royal Library in 
Copenhagen. Their journey is documented in over 30 
commissions of new music, new educational outreach 
initiatives for school children funded by the Ontario Arts 
Council, and projects with jazz virtuoso Uri Caine, Latin 
Grammy Award-winning producer Javier Limon, and 
innovative scratch DJ, Kid Koala. 
     The Afiara Quartet’s latest project, “Spin Cycle”, is a 
ground-breaking process that begins with four Canadian 
commissions by composers Kevin Lau, Laura Silberberg, 
Rob Teehan, and Dinuk Wijeratne, which is then remixed 
by renowned DJ Skratch Bastid. The composers then 
compose to the remixes by writing quartet parts in 
response, creating an authentic and fully collaborative 
dialogue, with all three stages stand-alone works in 
their own right. This double album will be released on 
Centrediscs on May 1, 2015 at 918 Bathurst. The entire 
“Spin Cycle” will be premiered at Mazzoleni Hall on May 
23rd as part of RCM’s 21C Music Festival.

National Conference Gala Dinner
6:30 - 9:30 p.m., Barclay Room, Hotel Intercontinental

Canadian Network for Arts & Learning Pays Tribute to 
Peter Herndorff O.C. President and CEO of the National Arts Centre

Peter Herrndorf has worked as a television Current Affairs Producer and later as 
Vice President and General Manager of English radio and television networks at 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, was Publisher of Toronto Life magazine, 
and Chairman and CEO of TVOntario.  

Peter Herrndorf is the former chairman of the international Performing Arts Center 
Consortium (PACC) and  serves on the the Board of Directors of Luminato, 
Toronto’s Festival of Arts and Creativity.  He was the Chair of the selection panel 
for the 2011 Lieutenant Governor of Alberta Distinguished Artists Awards. He is a 
Member of the Honourary Leaders Council of the PuSh International Performing 
Arts Festival.  He is a former member of the Board of Directors of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, former member of the Steering Committee for the 
Canadian Arts Summit and the past Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Museum Foundation.  He was the Founding President of 
the Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards Foundation; a former member 
of the Governing Council of the University of Toronto and the Board of the 
University of Ottawa; a former member of the University of Toronto Presidential 
Search Committee; past Chairman of the Stratford Festival; past Chairman of 
the Canadian Museum of Civilization; and past Chairman of the Canadian Stage 
Company. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Ontario College of Art and Design, 
was a Senior Visiting Fellow at Massey College, and served as a Distinguished 
Visitor in Journalism at the University of Western Ontario. 

Peter Herrndorf is an Officer of the Order of Canada and a Member of the Order 
of Ontario.  He holds a B.A. in Political Science and English from the University 
of Manitoba, a law degree from Dalhousie University, and an MBA from Harvard 
University.

Tickets to this event are not included in regular 
conference registration and had to be purchased prior 
to the conference.

The Hotel Intercontinental is located at 220 Bloor Street 
West, directly across from The Royal Conservatory

Featuring a performance from The Afiara Quartet and 
personal tributes to Mr. Herndorff

Dr. Sean Hutchins will discuss the science behind the 
emotional impact of music, and the role of performers, 
composers, and audiences in fostering musical 
communication. This presentation will be accompanied by 
examples from the Afiara Quartet.
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