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The Afiara Quartet, an ensemble for the 21st century, is a string quartet defined by its pursuit of 

beauty, meaning, and growth as musicians and ambassadors for its genre. 

 

The Afiara Quartet is a dynamic and award-winning ensemble, described as "a revelation" (La 

Presse) with performances balancing "intensity and commitment" and "frequent moments of 

tenderness" (Montreal Gazette). After residencies at The Juilliard School and San Francisco State 

University, the Afiara are currently Fellowship Quartet at the Royal Conservatory of Music. The 

ensemble is winner of the Young Canadian Musicians Award, Concert Artist Guild, Munich 

ARD, and Banff International String Quartet Competitions, including the latter's Szekely Prize 

for the best interpretation of Beethoven. The Afiara has performed throughout the Americas, 

Europe, and Asia, at such venues as Carnegie Hall’s Zankel and Weill Halls, the Kennedy 

Center, Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln Center, Library of Congress in DC, Sao Paulo’s Museum of 

Modern Art, Pro Musica of San Miguel de Allende, London's Wigmore Hall, Austria's Esterhazy 

Palace, Munich’s Prinz Regenten Theatre, Amsterdam’s Muziekgebouw, and the Royal Library 

in Copenhagen. Their journey is documented in over 30 commissions of new music, new 

educational outreach initiatives for school children funded by the Ontario Arts Council, and 

projects with jazz virtuoso Uri Caine, Latin Grammy Award-winning producer Javier Limon, 

and innovative scratch DJ, Kid Koala.  

 

The Afiara Quartet's latest project, "Spin Cycle", is a ground-breaking process that begins with 

four Canadian commissions by composers Kevin Lau, Laura Silberberg, Rob Teehan, and Dinuk 

Wijeratne, which is then remixed by renowned DJ Skratch Bastid. The composers then compose 

to the remixes by writing quartet parts in response, creating an authentic and fully collaborative 

dialogue, with all three stages stand-alone works in their own right. This double album will be 

released on Centrediscs on May 1, 2015 at 918 Bathurst. The entire "Spin Cycle" will be 

premiered at Mazzoleni Hall on May 23rd as part of RCM's 21C Music Festival. 

 


